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Tomato Tips…
· Determinate or bush varieties are those that reach a certain plant height and then stop growing, with most fruit borne over a 4-6 week period.  Do not prune.  Good for pots or small gardens.  Good for canning.  About 4 feet.

· Indeterminate varieties continue to grow and flower throughout the season, but have less mature fruits at any one time.  Tomatoes in all stages of development may be on the vine at once.  About 6-12 feet.  Prune offside shoots to produce fruit earlier.

· Semi-determinate varieties grow about 3-5 feet and may produce throughout the season.

· When planting, always make sure the holes are large enough to accommodate the roots without crowding.  Loosen the roots.  Since tomato plants root freely from any portion of the stems buried beneath the soil, they should be planted down to the first leaves.  Press soil down firmly around plant.  You can dig out a trench and plant diagonally.  The top of the plant will straighten as it reaches for sun.  This makes a stronger root system and plant.
· Tomatoes need a minimum of six hours of sun per day.

· One of the best things you can do for your tomato plants is to spray them every two weeks with a seaweed solution.  It helps to immunize plants against disease.  Be sure to mix compost or manure into the soil.

· Don’t smoke around tomato plants or handle plants after smoking.  Tobacco carries a virus that tomatoes are susceptible to.

· When growing tomatoes in cages, space plants at least 3 feet apart to allow good air circulation between plants.

· Try not to get leaves wet when watering.  Water early in the day.  Tomatoes need 1 inch of water per week.  Make sure leaves are at least one foot from the ground.

· Change planting locations at least every three years.

· Spray insecticides late in the day so you don’t kill bees.  Tomatoes rely on pollinating insects to transfer pollen for fruit production.

· Fertilize when planting and make sure you fertilize again when fruit begins to set.

· Some sources say to pull off all flowers until the plant reaches 1 foot.

· Cut back on water when fruit begins to ripen.
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